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1. Summary
1.1Location
5]
Y
Figure 1: Locationmap forthe Gordonall enclosure
1.2Aims

The Ulster Archaeologicd o ci et y 60 s urglertookaeggophtyseca survey of an
area of archaeological interast the townland of Gordonalh the baronary of Ards
Lower, just south of Mount Stewart. Thareaof interest is an oval shaped crop mark
first located on the vergdge of an unrelated aerial oblique photograph taken over the
southern extent of the mount Stewart Estat2018 The target is on a farm owned by
John Martinwhich extends fronMount Stewarto GreyabbeyThe UAS wish to thank

the Martin family for theienthusiastic interest in allowing the survey to take place.

1.3Summaryof Results

The geophysical survey undertaken @brdonall located a number of high/low
resistance anomalies that may relate to structural remains. AvalWshapeesistance
anomaly haveen interpreted as beiagditch70.3m from northwest to soutkead and

54.4m at its widest nortbast to southvest The oval f ar@atisur e 0 s
2365.5n% with an internal perimeter of 176.4m. Several small high resistance areas
inside the featw are possibly post holes of a structarepits An entrance has been
identified at the North East edge of the feature. Several radiating low resistance linear
feature are visible on the outside of the enclosure which has been interpreteagas be

the dithes associated with field boundaries contemporary with the main feature.

2. Introduction
2.1 Descriptionof site

The site is located at Irish Grid57001 6884With an elevation oadpproximately 19m

OD. The site siteslightly down slope on the easteside ofa drumlinridgealigned
north-west to soutkeastwith the ditch feature runninfgirly parallel to the contour of

the hill. Thesurvey area consists 0f64 haA line of electric poles was used as baseline
with an offset to the actual survbgseline Strangford Lough is 1.7m to the soutfest
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but wouldhavebeen approximately 660m away prior to the building of a sea Vel
actual previous shore may have even been further inland from this line when seen on the
ground.

The feature was reporto the Historic Environment Division. At the time of
identification the feature was not rea®d on the Historic Environmerites and
Monuments Register (HERONI)

Placenamdsl.org records the following regarding the townland name:

fThe absene of historical forms prior to the first half of the 19th century makes it

difficult to postulate the origin of this name and it may well be that it was coined by

English speakersO6 Donovands suggestion t h@tdha he nam
Domhreilé Donnel | 6s gardend necessitates the str
proposed second element, but this does not accord well with the current local

pronunciation which shows elision of this syllabkeform such as&ortDonnan

Fhailot rewm field of the fenced could be def el

Figure2: Approximate line of the sea shore prior to the building of the sea wall.



Figure3: 0.5m contours over the Digit&levation Model derived Hillshad&lue is low
elevation, green is high.
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2.2 Archiving

Copies of this report have been deposited wWtED and the Ulster Achaeological
Society. All site records have been archived by the Ulster Archaeological Society.

2.3 CreditsandAcknowledgements

The survey was led byavid Craigand includednembers of the Ulster Archaeological
Societyds Geophysi cs swerelareGillespiec besn Gordbre am me m
Chris StevensgrHelen Yohanis, Paula Sandfoiavid Irvineand George Rutherford.

The Ulster Archaeological Society is particularly gratefuhmslandownerJohn Martin

and his familyfor allowing access to the surveyesi

2.4 Aerial survey

An aerial survey was carriedut by David Craig of HeritageNio assess the local
landscape context of the target. The equipment used was a DJI Inspire 1 with a 12Mp
camera and simultaneously with a 12MP Gopro Hero 8 Black convertedawith
anamorphicNear Infraredlens Multiple overlapping images were acquired using
automated capture software and flown autonomo@8$. photographs were taken nadir

to create the georeferenced photogrammetry datiasets 22,335 x 24,428 pixel$he

ground sample distance (GSD) is 5.26 pixels/die flights were carried out on®3
August 2018. This exceptionally dry summer was ideal for recording crop marks that
otherwise would not be noticed. The images were processed through photogrammetry
software Pbtoscan Pro (now known as Agisoft M&tape Pro)The resulting geoTIFF
image was further processed through the Camera Raw plugin in Adobe Photoshop and
the colours adjusted using a custom fittecreate the enhanced black and white image.

Figure5: Aerial Photogrammetry survey sfirrounding area processed cateetrically
as a Black and White image.



























